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Session II- Huntsville 
 

Below is the biography of the speaker for Session II, discussing environmental preservation and stewardship 
through the Land Trust of North Alabama. 

 
 
Marie Bostick 
 
Marie Bostick has been the Executive Director of the Land 
Trust of North Alabama since March 2014, after serving on the 
organization's board for 5 years, including as chair.  Prior to her 
work with this organization that protects and stewards 
significant and vulnerable natural, scenic, and historic areas, 
Bostick served as the City of Huntsville's manager of planning 
and zoning adminstration over a 26-year career.  She worked 
with the administrations of 4 mayors in this time, all that she 
characterized as progressive visionaries. 
 
Bostick is an alumna of Old Dominion University (B.A. 
Geography and Cartography) and Alabama A&M University (Master of Urban and Regional Planning). 

 
 
  



 
 

Session III- Huntsville 
 

Below is the biography of the speaker for Session III, discussing the state's transition from Medicaid to 
Regional Care Organizations (RCOs). 

 
 
Kyle Buchanan 
 
Kyle Buchanan is a 2003 Blackburn Fellow and current member of the 
Blackburn Institute's Advisory Board.  He graduated in 2004 with a degree 
from the Culverhouse College of Commer and Business Administration in 
health care management.  He also completed a Masters degree in Health 
Services Administration (MHSA) in the Department of Health Management and 
Policy at the University of Michigan in April of 2006.  His interests include the 
business of health and associated policies, health disparities, and healthcare 
administration in the southeastern U.S. 
 
Buchanan is currently the Executive Director of Community Care Alabama, 
overseeing Region A (north Alabama) and Region C (west Alabama).  Alabama Community Care, Inc. is a not-
for-profit Probationary Regional Care Organization (RCO) established in 2014.  When designated by the 
Alabama Medicaid Agency as a certified RCO, Alabama Community Care will be responsible for most aspects 
of care for Medicaid patients in North and West Alabama, including chronic illnesses, customized wellness 
programs, and integrated clinical and behavioral health services. 

 
 
  



 
 

Session IV- Huntsville 
 

Below are the biographies of the speakers for Session IV, discussing the operations of Redstone Arsenal and 
its economic impact on Huntsville and the surrounding region. 

 
 
Mary Dotson 
 
Mary Dotson is a Master Planner in the Directorate of Public Work, serving in 
the United States Department of Defense at the US Army Garrison-Redstone 
for 7.5 years.  Her primary responsibilities include providing expert advice, 
consultations, coordination, and discussions on Redstone construction and 
mobilization requirements.  Additionally, she is responsible for the 
development and execution of significant master planning policies and 
programs that embrace a range of subjects directly or indirectly concerned 
with research and development, testing, environment, safety, and logistic 
support. 
 
Dotson is an alumna of the Honors College at The University of Alabama, with 
a B.S. in Civil Engineering. 
 
 
Craig Northridge 
 
Craig Northridge is Chief of the Master Planning Division in the Directorate of 
Public Works, serving in the United States Department of Defense at the US 
Army Garrison-Redstone.  Northridge manages real property master plan 
development, approval, maintenance, update, and implementation on the 
38,000 acre military installation.  He facilitates continued installation growth by 
integrating environmental planning, sustainable design and development, 
sustainable range planning, real property master planning, and capital 
investment strategies, as well as manages utilization of real estate and real 
property facilities on the installation.  He has served at the garrison in a variety 
of roles for 16 years. 
 
Northridge is an alumnus of the University of New Hampshire (B.S. in Civil Engineering) and Vanderbilt 
University (Masters in Business Administration). 
  



 
 
Michael Ward 

 
Mike Ward is the Senior Vice President of Government and Public Affairs at 
the Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville/Madison County, serving this 
organization for 25 years.  In this role, he is responsible for representing the 
business interests of the Huntsville and Madison County area on the local, 
state, and national levels of government.  He develops and implements 
programs of work and departmental budget for a 2,200 member organization 
and serves as staff representative for the Chamber's Committees on Local, 
State, and National Government; Transportation; Military Affairs; and the 
Marshall Space Flight Center. 
 
Ward is an alumnus of The University of Alabama (B.S. in Business 
Administration) and the University of Colorado at Boulder (Chamber of Commerce Management).  
 
 
  



 
 

Session IV- Huntsville 
 
Below are the biographies of the speakers for Session V, discussing the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and 

business and economic development in the region. 
 
 
Joanne Randolph 
 
Joanne Randolph is the President & CEO of the Women’s Business Center of North 
Alabama (WBCNA), an organization with the mission to help women and men start 
and grow a business and generate economic growth for the region.  She is also the 
former President & CEO of BizTech, Huntsville’s technology incubator, which she 
helped launch in 1997. 
 
Ms. Randolph has a bachelor’s degree in business management from the University of 
Alabama in Huntsville and spent the first 20 years of her career in the IT industry, 
working for NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center and Grumman Data Systems. Ms. 
Randolph began exploring small business opportunities in the early 90’s, an 
adventure that equipped her with experience in entrepreneurship, business 
management, mentoring, business incubation, international marketing, and telecommunications. In the late 
90’s, Ms. Randolph applied her diverse background and expertise to the non-profit sector and found her 
calling. 
 
 
Harrison Diamond 
 
Harrison Diamond is the City of Huntsville's business relations officer, a role in 
which he works closely with the Director of Urban Development acts as a 
liaison between the mayor's office and the local business community. He also 
assists with ongoing initiatives to bring more cyber security, clean energy, 
biotech and geospatial technology jobs to town.  This role follows 7 years with 
the Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville/Madison County as as a project 
manager and director of existing business. 
 
A Huntsville native, Diamond is an alumnus of The University of Alabama with 
degrees in public relations and political science, as well as the University of 
Alabama in Huntsville (Master's of Public Affairs). 
  



 
 
Cline Jones 

 
Cline Jones is Executive Director of the Tennessee River Valley Association 
(TRVA), a non-partisan organization that serves as a unified “voice” in 
promoting the region, its interests, and resources.  Among other activities, 
TRVA promotes the development of economic projects which meet urban, 
industrial, business, recreational, agricultural, educational, and transportation 
needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amy Sturdivant 

 
Amy Sturdivant was recently hired as the Economic Development Specialist at 
HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology, where she works to attract 
biotechnology businesses to their 152-acre campus, encouraging collaboration 
between its growing number of associate companies, research faculty, and 
educational outreach.  Prior to this role, Sturdivant worked for the City of 
Madison for 7 years, attracting new commercial, industrial, and residential 
investment. 
 
Sturdivant is an alumna of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
(Urban & Regional Planning and Architecture) and Miami University 
(Environmental Design and Architecture). 
 
 
  



 
 
Sarah Savage 

 
Sarah Savage has served for 18 years as President and CEO of Leadership 
Huntsville/Madison County, an organization that serves as a catalyst in identifying, 
educating, inspiring, and connecting leaders to better serve the local community.  The 
organization recently celebrated its 30th anniversary, with a roster of over 200 class 
members and 250 volunteers.  Through its annual 10-month program for adults, 
Leadership Huntsville/Madison County emphasizes learning through experience and 
provides in-depth knowledge and tools to network and better serve the community. 
 
Savage is an alumna of Auburn University with a degree in Public Relations and Speech 
Communications. 
 
 
 
Rep. Anthony Daniels 

 
State Representative Anthony Daniels (D) serves Alabama House District 53 in 
Madison County.  Daniels, a former elementary school teacher and corporate 
and foundations relations officer for Alabama A&M, was elected to a new 
district in 2014 that was created as a result of the 2012 redistricting plan. 
 
He has also served as transportation chair of Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle's 
economic and sustainability council and co-founded First Book North Alabama, 
a non-profit organization that provides books to disadvantaged children. 
 
Daniels is an alumnus Alabama A&M University, with a bachelor's degree in 
elementary education and a master's degree in special education.   
 
 
  



 
 

Session VI- Decatur 
 

Below are the biographies of the panelists for Session VI, discussing the history of Decatur, demographics, 
local issues, and the future of the city. 

 
 
Mayor Tab Bowling 
 
Mayor Bowling is the newly elected Mayor of the city of Decatur, winning more than 
70% of the vote in a run-off.  He is another Decatur, AL native, having lived here for 
more than 50 years.  Mayor Bowling has many leadership positions, besides his newly 
acquired position: Board Member on the Decatur Parks and Recreation Board, Board 
Member of the Rotary Club of Decatur, and a Graduate of Leadership Decatur.  As 
you can imagine, Mayor Bowling is heavily involved in his community, leading a bible 
study at his local church, serving as a former Decatur Jaycee, and continuing as a 
member of the Paul Harris Fellow Society.  Finally, he has 30 years of experience in 
the wholesale distribution industry and as an accountant. 
 
 
 
 
Judge David Breland 
 
Judge Breland is a native of Decatur, AL, graduating from the University of Alabama 
with an undergraduate degree in Commerce and Business Administration and later 
from the law school.  He started his career as a Morgan County District Judge and 
Juvenile Court Judge from 1983, serving until 2008.  During his tenure as a district 
judge, Judge Breland created the most efficient case administration court in the state 
and started over 25 programs serving children and youth in the county.  He is also a 
member of numerous boards including the Board of Governors of American Judges 
Association, local community boards, and state and national justice system 
commissions.  Judge Breland has also received numerous rewards for his service to 
the community from Boy Scouts of America to the Rotary Club to the Decatur-
Morgan County Chamber of Commerce.  He is an outstanding and highly revered 
member of his community and even serves as the Director of Historic Resources & Events for the City of 
Decatur.  
 
 
  



 
 
Peggy Towns 

 
Peggy Towns is also a Decatur, AL native and graduated from John C. Calhoun 
Community College and Alabama A&M with a degree in religious studies.  She 
started her work in politics, staffing under Congressman Bud Cramer and 
Representative Parker Griffith as a field representative for 20 years.  Through this 
work, Peggy was able to learn about the real issues that local communities face on 
a daily basis as well as how important historical preservation of cities is.  These 
values have translated into her research in genealogy and work with the National 
Register of Historic Places, in which she has obtained historic commemoration for 
four different locations in the Decatur community.  Peggy is also a published 
author, writing Duty Bound, a novel detailing her family’s contributions in the civil 
as African-American soldier.  She is also a member of the Alabama New South 
Coalition, the Decatur Convention Bureau and Cultural Heritage Alliance Board, and the Muscle Shoals 
National Heritage Board; in addition to receiving numerous awards for community service including the 
Community Involvement Award, the Humanitarian Award, and the Professional Women’s Award.  
 
 
 
  



 
 

Session VII- Decatur 
 
Below are the biographies of the panelists for Session VII, discussing environmental and water quality issues in 

the Decatur and West Morgan - East Lawrence areas. 
 
 
Dr. Scott Harris 
 
Dr. Scott Harris is an Area Health Officer with the Alabama Department of 
Public Health, working in Public Health Area 2 (Decatur).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Poolos 
 
Ed Poolos is an Environmental Manager with the Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Decatur 
Field Office, having served the Decatur region in this role for 23 years. 
 
Poolos is a graduate of The University of Alabama. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Session VIII- Decatur 
 

Below is the biography of the speaker for Session VIII, discussing the healthcare in north Alabama. 
 
 
Summor Speakman Gooch 
 
Summor Gooch is the Service Line Director of Nursing, where she oversees the 
Emergency Department, Medical Inpatient Unit, Intensive Care Unit, Labor and Delivery 
Service, Women’s and Children’s Unit, and the Wound/Infusion Center at the Parkway 
Campus of Decatur Morgan Hospital. She also is the Emergency Management 
Coordinator and Safety Officer for all campuses of Decatur Morgan Hospital. 
 
Gooch has exceptional clinical experience in nursing totaling over 15 years. Her 
leadership as Director of Emergency Services led to a variety of community and 
corporate awards for excellence in patient satisfaction. Through Gooch’s leadership, her 
facility was awarded Chest Pain and Heart Failure Accreditation from the Society of 
Chest Pain Center’s. Summor’s most recent achievements include the growth and development of the 
Parkway Campus of Decatur Morgan Hospital where she has been the project manager for expanding 
inpatient and outpatient care services. 
 
Summor Gooch holds a Master of Management in Health Care from Vanderbilt University and Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing from the University of Alabama Huntsville. She is also a Registered Nurse. 

 
 
  



 
 

Session IX- Athens 
 

Below are the biographies of the panelists for Session IX, discussing community involvement in the City of 
Athens and the relationship with Limestone County. 

 
 
Mayor William "Ronnie" Marks 
 
Mayor Marks has served as the Athens Mayor since November of 2010.  He received his 
Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of North Alabama.  He then went on to 
teach at Limestone County Schools in West Limestone from 1966-1968 and at New 
Hope in 1971.  He later completed his Master’s Degree of Social Work at the University 
of Tennessee in Nashville.  Before serving as mayor, he was a City Council Member from 
2004-2010, Field Operations Manager for Governor Bob Riley’s Emergency Hurricane 
Katrina Relief Fund from 2005-2008, and worked alongside the State Finance 
Department and Department of Human Resources Office of Contracts/Federal Claiming 
to critically look at budgets and data to increase the federal funds available. 

 
 

 
 
Commissioner Mark Yarbrough 
 
Limestone County Commissioner Yarbrough was born and raised in Limestone 
County.  He cofounded the All Power Construction, Inc. and ran the small business for 
29 years in the area.  He served as chair of the Limestone County Water & Sewer 
Authority from 2011.  He ran for commissioner on the platform of stronger financial 
management, more transparent government, and to address the economic 
development issues in the region.  He has served as the commissioner since 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



 
 
Kennedi Brown 
 
Kennedi Brown is a student at Athens High School and is actively involved in the Athens Mayor's Youth 
Commission. During her tenure on the commission, she has gained experience related to police training, fire 
response, funding, and community outreach. She was part of a group responsible for reading grant proposals 
from local non-profits and having input on what programs should receive funds.  Kennedi is interested in 
mentor and art programs. She says that her tenure on the commission has "taught me that I was made to be a 
leader." 

 
 
Frank Travis 
 
Frank Travis worked at the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and is an 
actor/playwright and singer who is new to the Athens City Council, representing 
District 3. In addition to participating in the annual Polk Sallet Follies, a variety show 
that raises money for programs for seniors of Athens and Limestone County,. Travis 
has also been a member of the Athens-Limestone Library Foundation board of 
directors, and a member of the Storytelling Festival board, the 911 board and the 
NAACP.  Recently, Travis directed the play “Arise and Build” about the history of 
Trinity School in Athens. Travis also does storytelling at both city and county schools 
and is choir director at James Chapel Missionary Baptist Church on Lucas Street. 
 
 

 
 
Jennifer Williamson 
 
Jennifer Williamson is president of the Greater Limestone County Chamber of 
Commerce and works to promote the business community in Athens and 
Limestone County. She also has a youth council with representatives serving 
from the city and county schools. Williamson has worked for a commercial 
insurance firm in Birmingham and was later employed by a non-profit autism 
center in the Birmingham area.  In October of 2009, she joined the staff of the 
Athens-Limestone Family Resource Center in Athens as Community 
Development Director.  She served in that position until January of 2011 when 
she joined the Greater Limestone County Chamber of Commerce staff as 
Director of Membership Development. 
 
Williamson is a graduate of Auburn University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration - 
Finance.   

 



 
 
Holly Hollman 
 
Holly Hollman moved to Athens in 1997 and is a former newspaper reporter who now works for the city as a 
grant coordinator/communications specialist. In that job she oversee grants and promote open communication 
with both day-to-day information and during emergencies/disasters. She volunteers with several groups, 
including Spirit of Athens, Main Street program, Athens Arts League, Relay for Life, Athens Mayor's Youth 
Commission, Hospice, and Scout House renovation. 

 
 
 
  



 
 

Session X- Athens 
 

Below are the biographies of the panelists for Session X, discussing the school to prison pipeline in the city 
and how education impacts juvenile justice 

 
 
Ret. Judge Jeanne Anderson  
 
Judge Jeanne Anderson is a former district judge for Limestone County, retiring from the 
court this past spring.  Before serving on the court, Judge Anderson graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree from the University of Alabama, as well as a Juris Doctorate from the 
University Of Alabama School Of Law.  She was originally appointed to Place 1 on the district 
court in 1991, was elected to the position in 1992, and was re-elected in 1992, 1998, 2004, 
and 2010.  Throughout her many years of experience, Judge Anderson worked on cases 
ranging from juvenile justice to drug-court and constantly strived to better the lives of the 
people she was serving.  She was known for her tireless work with All Rise, a program of the 
National Association for Drug Court Professionals that works to increase the number of 
drug courts in the nation and change the life course of those struggling with addiction while 
committing a crime.  
 
 
Dr. Quanda Stevenson  
 
Dr. Stevenson is an Associate Professor of Criminal Justice at Athens State 
University and serves as the Chair of the School of Criminal Justice.  She holds a 
dual bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and Political Science, a Master’s degree 
in Criminal Justice, and a Doctorate in the combination of Public Administration, 
Higher Education, Education Administration, Human Development, and Criminal 
Justice all from the University of Alabama.  Dr. Stevenson has taught at the 
University of Alabama, University of West Alabama, Miles College, and her 
current home of Athens State University.  She has presented research to 
numerous entities, including the Tuscaloosa City Police Department and the 
Tuscaloosa City Board of Education, concerning school violence and crime.  Dr. 
Stevenson also does work with anti-bullying campaigns, child abuse, domestic 
violence, and truancy intervention within her local community.  
 
 
  



 
 

Session XI- Athens 
 

Below are the biographies of the panelists for Session XI, discussing education in Athens and Limestone 
County. 

 
 
Dr. Tom Sisk 
 
Dr. Tom Sisk has served as the Superintendent for Limestone County Schools since 
2012.  Hailing from West Virginia, he completed his Bachelor’s Degree in Secondary 
Education and his Master’s Degree in Special Education at West Virginia University.  
He moved to Alabama in 1995 to teach at Foley High School and later became the 
Assistant Principal.  He worked as the Human Resources Director for Baldwin 
County Schools for seven years.  He was voted in as superintendent unanimously by 
the Limestone County school board.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dr. Jennifer Sallee 
 
Dr. Jennifer Salle has served as the Assistant Principal for Athens Renaissance School 
since July 2016.  Athens Renaissance School offers virtual school and is one of the 
largest providers of virtual school in Alabama.  She received her Bachelor’s Degree in 
English, Master’s Degrees in Administrations and Supervision, and Instructional 
Technology, and her Doctor of Education from Lipscomb University.  She worked as a 
teacher in Nashville Public Schools and Williamson County Schools.  Before becoming 
assistant principal, she worked at Athens City Schools as a Gifted and English Language 
Specialist. 
 
 
 

 
 

  
  



 
 

Session XV- Florence 
 
Below is the biography of the speaker for Session XV, discussing the history and impact of music in the Muscle 

Shoals region. 
 
 
Dick Cooper 
 
Dick Cooper is the owner of Professional Band Services (Pro BS), which has provided a 
variety of services to young artists and bands, including production, management, 
publicity, and publishing, for 16 years.  He has a deep history with the Muscle Shoals 
music scene, having served as a consultant to and curator for the Alabama Music Hall of 
Fame and managing/producing for the Drive-By Truckers in the early 2000's. 
 
Cooper is an alumnus of The University of Alabama, with a bachelor's degree in English 
and History. 
 
 

 
 
  



 
 

Session XVI - Florence 
 

Below is the biography of the speaker for Session VIII, discussing the history of the Shoals region. 
 
 
Dr. Tom Osborne 
 
Dr. Tom Osborne is a Professor Emritus of History at the University of North Alabama 
with a research and teaching interest in world history. 
 
In addition to his academic pursuits, Dr. Osborne is also an ordained deacon with the 
Episcopal church and has served as a deacon at both Trinity Church Florence and Grace 
Church, Sheffield.  It was in this role that he was recognized by the Association for 
Episcopal Deacons for his work facilitating anti-racism training and racial reconcilation 
work through the state of Alabama. 
 
 

 
 
 


