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Introduction 
Thank you for entrusting your child with University of Alabama caregivers during the 2022 Blackburn 
Institute Annual Symposium.  We hope that your child has a wonderful experience while they are with 
us.  As a parent/guardian, we know that you are also concerned about the safety and wellbeing of your 
child.  This handbook has been developed to answer many of the most common questions.  If you have 
additional questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  

Based on the community’s interest, the child care room will be open at the following times for those 
who registered before the August 12 deadline.  

Agenda 
Friday, August 26, 2022 

 
3:45 p.m. Child care room opens 
Location: 3114 
 
4:15 p.m. Visit the Woods Quad Sculpture Garden (optional) 
Content: Activities may include interacting with the sculptures, drawing and reading in the shade, etc. 
Location: Woods Quad; 0.2 mi walk from the Student Center 
Eligibility: Children who go on this excursion must be in the child care room by 10:30 a.m. and be able to 

walk in a group to the quad  
 
5:15 p.m. Children on Woods Quad visit have returned to the child care room  
 
6:30 p.m. Child care room closes for dinner and coffee/dessert 
Location: Parents eat with children in the Ballroom 
Dinner: Harvest salad, rolls, parmesan encrusted chicken, fingerling potatoes, asparagus with a vegan 
option 
Dessert: Assorted  

 
Saturday, August 27, 2022 

 
12:00 p.m. Child care room closed for lunch 
Location: Parents eat with children in the Ballroom 
Lunch: Italian house salad, beef lasagna, garlic breadsticks, chocolate dipped biscotti and vegan and 
gluten-free options 
 
1:15 p.m. Child care room opens 
Location: 3114 
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1:30 p.m. Visit Alabama Museum of Natural History  
Content: A self-guided tour of the museum exhibits including “The Buzz About Bees”  
Location: Smith Hall, 427 6th Ave, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487; 0.3 mi walk from the Student Center 
Eligibility: Children who go on this excursion must be in the child care room by 2:00 p.m. and be able to 

walk in a group to the museum  
Admission: FREE (with the child care group) 
 
3:00 p.m. Children on Alabama Museum of Natural History visit have returned to child care room 
 
4:00 p.m. Activities on the Student Center Lawn  
Content: Activities may include playing large lawn games. 
Location: Student Center Lawn 
Eligibility: Children who go on this excursion must be in the child care room by 4:00 p.m.  
 
5:00 p.m. Children on the Student Center Lawn have returned to the child care room 
 
5:30 p.m. Child care room closes 

Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures 
Participants may be dropped-off in at any time when the caregiving room is open according to the 
agenda.  Parents/Guardians must sign their children in at drop-off and sign them out a pick-up.  
Participants may not leave during the program without a parent/guardian’s signature.   

Location 
 Student Center room 3114 
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What to Bring 
• Casual clothing, socks, and shoes that are comfortable to walk in 
• Refillable water bottle 
• Toys, electronics, books, or other play materials 
•  (If applicable) Caretaking supplies such as a change of clothes, diapers, wipes, changing pad 

Medical Concerns 
While we hope that your child stays happy and healthy throughout their stay with us, we need to be 
prepared to handle medical emergencies that might arise.  

Medical Information 
All participants are required to complete the Medical Information Form.  (See the Forms 
section.)  This is where parents may provide emergency medical information and specify any 
special needs. 

Allergy or Disability Accommodations 
The University of Alabama will make reasonable accommodations to allow participants with 
allergies and disabilities.  However, we can more efficiently fulfill requests that are made 3-4 
weeks in advance.   

Parents will be responsible for caregiving of children during mealtimes. Food served at each 
meal is listed in the agenda. Parents are welcome to store food for their children in the 
refrigerator/freezer in the Anderson Room kitchen, Ferguson Student Center room 3125. 

Medication Management 
Parents will be responsible for giving children medication if necessary. 

Infectious Illnesses 
As a general rule, to mitigate the risk of COVID-19 transmission this program will follow all applicable 
programming protocols outlined by the Center for Disease Control. Any additional requirements 
from  The University of Alabama and state or local authorities will be implemented prior to and 
throughout the duration of Annual Symposium child care.   

Response and Management of Illness or Probable Illness 
UA strongly encourages parents/guardians to monitor their children daily at home for signs 
of any infectious illnesses, including COVID-19. Parents and caregivers are encouraged to 
keep participants with signs or symptoms of infectious illness home when sick and/or seek 
medical care.  

  
If any illness and/or signs or symptoms of COVID-19 are observed in participants, 
parents/guardians will be contacted immediately.  Parents/guardians must pick up their child as 
soon as possible.  Any participant who was sent home for any illness may not return to 
campus for the remainder of the program. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/summer-camps.html
https://healthinfo.ua.edu/guidelines/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Program Staff 
Making sure that all participants are properly supervised and secure in their surroundings is very 
important to us.  The following standards have been developed to ensure that participants know how to 
recognize the program staff and what to expect while they are here. 

Identification 
Program staff may be identified by their name tags. 

Supervision 
The participant to staff ratios used by this program are based on participant age and meet or 
exceed the standards recommended by the American Camps Association.  Participants must be 
supervised at all times, and one-on-one contact is generally prohibited except in emergency 
situations.  

Emergency Information 
Shelter Location 

In the event of a weather emergency, parents/guardians should pick up their children and move 
them to the closest storm shelter in the basement of John H. England Jr. Hall. 

Communication 
In the event of an emergency, we will use the emergency contact information provided in your 
registration materials.  Participants who carry cell phones will be allowed to use them to contact 
their parent/guardian if necessary.  

Participant Code of Conduct 
The following section outlines the conduct expectations of all participants of this program.   

Participants will: 

• Show respect to all other participants, program staff, and program director. 
• Take direction from program staff and program director. 
• Use appropriate language at all times. 
• Refrain from causing bodily harm to self, other participants, and staff. 
• Treat equipment, supplies, and facilities with respect. 
• Respect others’ physical boundaries. 
• Take all medications as directed, if applicable. 
• Follow program schedule. 
• Use cell phones only during free time and not during scheduled activities unless otherwise asked 

to do so. 
• Not smoke, vape, drink alcohol, or use illegal substances of any kind. 



Parent Handbook | 6 
 

Child Abuse Reporting 
The University of Alabama has taken steps to ensure that all youth program staff are aware of their 
responsibility to report known or suspected child abuse, but it is also important for participants and 
their parents/guardians to report suspicious behavior.  If we all work together, we can create the safest 
possible environment for your child.   

If you see something, say something! 
If you or your child become aware of known or suspected child abuse on our campus or 
involving program staff or participants, please report it immediately to the University’s Police 
Department by calling 348-5454.   

Contact Information 
Please use the following contact numbers during the program.   

Contact 1: Kathryn Drago Phone: (205) 393-8020 

Contact 2: Maria Espinoza Phone: (205) 348-3277 

Forms 
The following forms should be submitted prior to the start of the program. This ensures that we have 
time to review the information and make the proper arrangements to accommodate your child.  

• Medical Information Form 
• Liability Waiver 
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